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naming the 20 Greatest Engineering
Achievements of the 20th Century. The
winners were chosen for their impact
on the quality of life in the 20th Cen-
tury, and range from the harnessing of
electricity to computer, telephones,
and even air conditioning.

These are just a few of the many
events planned across America this
week to urge today’s youth from all
backgrounds to consider a career in en-
gineering. As someone who, early in
my career, worked for an engineering
firm, I appreciate this effort tremen-
dously. I wish to send out my thanks to
everyone who helps make the EWeek
events possible, and the field of engi-
neering exciting and entertaining.e

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, pursuant to provisions of
Public Law 106-79, appoints the fol-
lowing Senators to the Dwight D. Hi-
senhower Memorial Commission: The
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE) and
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
REED).

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 24, 2000

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until the hour of 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday, February 24. I further ask
unanimous consent that on Thursday,
immediately following the prayer, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then proceed to a vote
on the Iran nonproliferation bill as
under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, the
Senate will convene at 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday and immediately proceed to
a vote on final passage of H.R. 1883, the
Iran nonproliferation bill. Following
the vote, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of S. 1134, which we have
been discussing this afternoon, the edu-
cation savings account bill. The Senate
may also turn to any other legislative
or Executive Calendar items cleared
for action. Members are reminded that
the first vote for tomorrow will occur
at 11:30 a.m. and further votes are ex-
pected throughout the day.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
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fore the Senate, I ask that the Senate
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order following the remarks of
Senator WYDEN of Oregon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

——
THANKING SENATOR COVERDELL

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, before he
leaves the floor, I thank the Senator
from Georgia for graciously expediting
my opportunity to speak this after-
noon. I know he has been dealing with
a bill of great importance to him. I
thank him for his thoughtfulness this
afternoon.

———

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
AFFORDABILITY

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, for many
months now I and other Members of
the Senate have been coming to the
floor of this body to talk about the
need for prescription drug coverage for
our older people under Medicare.

We have been going through case his-
tories of stories we have been hearing
from our States. I have been describing
the many older people I am hearing
from in Oregon where after they are
finished paying their prescription drug
bill, they only have a couple hundred
dollars for the rest of the month to live
on.

I talked about instances where older
people at home in Oregon are actually
breaking their Lipitor pills. Lipitor is
an important cholesterol-lowering
drug. A lot of the seniors at home in
Oregon can’t afford to take these vital
medicines, and they are actually hav-
ing to break them in half in order to
try to meet their health care needs. It
is just outrageous to think that in a
country as rich and as powerful and
good as ours so many of our seniors
walk on this economic tightrope.

I have come to the floor repeatedly
over the last few months to talk about
the need for bipartisan legislation that
would address the needs of older people
and secure important Medicare cov-
erage for them.

I believe there is now genuine inter-
est in reconciling the several bills be-
fore the Senate on this issue and a real
opportunity to enact good legislation
that can generate overwhelming sup-
port in this body and get the senior
citizens of this country the help they
need.

I have spoken, for example, with the
Democratic leader, Senator DASCHLE,
several times this week on this subject.
He is very interested in bringing Sen-
ators with varying approaches on this
issue together so we find the common
ground to get help for older people.

I especially want to praise my col-
league from Maine, our friend, Senator
SNOWE. She and I have worked together
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for 14 months now—for more than a
year starting with the budget resolu-
tion last year—to come up with a bi-
partisan plan to address this enormous
need of older people.

Before I describe some of the new
cases we are getting from seniors
across the country, I will talk about
some areas where I think there is com-
mon ground, the common ground I
have heard Senator DASCHLE and oth-
ers talking about in recent days. For
example, I think Senators overwhelm-
ingly believe there ought to be a sig-
nificant role for marketplace forces in
the delivery of this benefit. Certainly
we differ about the details. We recog-
nize that. I will not have the last word
on this subject. I think virtually all
Senators believe there ought to be a
significant role for marketplace forces
on this issue.

Second, I think there 1is over-
whelming support for the proposition
that this program ought to be a vol-
untary program. Senators and others
have learned the lesson from the cata-
strophic care bill when a lot of the
older people in this country said: This
is something I am already getting; I
don’t want it required; I think my
money can be spent better elsewhere.

This time, I see Senators with vary-
ing political philosophies desiring to
make sure this benefit is voluntary.

I think Senators overwhelmingly are
interested in making sure this pre-
scription drug coverage for older peo-
ple is consistent with long-term Medi-
care reform. Many want to have com-
prehensive Medicare reform in this ses-
sion of Congress. It may still be doable.
I prefer going that route. If it is not
possible to have comprehensive Medi-
care reform, I can tell Members that
Senator SNOWE and I have teamed up
over the last several months in an ef-
fort to make sure the prescription drug
coverage program is consistent with
long-term Medicare reform.

Finally, we want to make sure this
benefit is adequately funded. In the
last session of Congress, 54 Members of
the Senate voted for the Snowe-Wyden
amendment with respect to funding.
We brought together Senator
WELLSTONE, Senator ABRAHAM, Senator
KENNEDY, Senator SANTORUM, Senators
of all political philosophies of both po-
litical parties. Mr. President, 54 voted
for allocating dollars for a prescription
drug program. There is an opportunity
now to find the common ground.

I want to describe a few of the ac-
counts I have heard from at home that
made it clear to me why it is so impor-
tant that Senators come together and
enact this program for the elderly. I
heard recently from an elderly woman
in Deschutes County in central Oregon.
She is 83 years old; she lives at her sis-
ter’s. She and her 79-year-old husband
take 12 drugs to cover diabetes, hyper-
tension, and a variety of ailments.
Their sole source of income is Social
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